Welcome to

Cuba

The

Ultimate
Cuban Experience

Cuba isn’t just the largest island in all of the Caribbean; it is also the nation with the biggest and brightest spirit.
For centuries, the charm, allure, and depth of this isle have captured the admiration and attention of all who have
stepped onto its powdery shores. Meticulously preserved, the colonial cities that are scattered across the island
haven’t changed much since the Caribbean was full of musket-toting pirates. Cuba has been compared to James
Joyce’s Ulysses – being described as “layered, hard to grasp, serially misunderstood, but – above all – a classic.”
Located just 90 miles from Key West, Florida, your Caribbean adventure begins by flying into your designated
airport. From there, ground transportation will whisk you away to become acquainted with your yacht and crew
before setting off on the voyage of a lifetime.
No matter how you prefer to explore this paradise – whether it be lying on immaculate beaches, snorkeling vibrant
reefs, dancing to the pulsating rhythm of Latin music, admiring its diverse history, or exploring dense rainforests
– everyone can find a part of Cuba that touches your heart, mind, and soul.

Havana

Welcome to the Caribbean’s best-loved city: Havana. The capital of Cuba is a visual snapshot of Spanish
colonial heritage with its pristinely maintained 16th century buildings – which earned it the status of a
historical UNESCO site. The city still possesses the same magic that bewitched Ernest Hemingway – a mashup of past and present. While in a state of architectural decay, the city has also become a hub for creativity
that “makes Brooklyn look as cool as a suburban Ikea.”
Havana is comprised of 15 boroughs which each have their own distinct flavor. But Old Havana, the downtown
core, is an area that stands on its own. The municipality features such attractions as the Castillo de la Real
Fuerza, a fort and maritime museum; the iconic 1920s National Capitol Building; La Bodequita Del Medio, a
restaurant immortalized by Hemingway and home of the Mojito; the World-Famous Tropicana, an open-air
cabaret filled with a music and reminders of Cuban and Caribbean folklore; and much, much more. Daring to
skip over Havana is like missing out on half of the Cuban experience.

Cayo Levisa

Located just off the mainland, 65 miles (105 km) west of Havana, you’ll find this small, secluded resort island – a
quick 30-minute run. Known for its breath-taking cays and diverse, colorful reefs, it was once a favorite escape
destination for Hemingway. Levisa’s 2 mile (3 km) stretch of soft beaches bleed into impossibly blue seas, which
make it the perfect spot to let relaxation wash over you. There’s nothing to do here but sip a fresh piña colada
while you bury your toes in the sand.

Valle de Viñales

Valle De Viñales is an agricultural town that takes life at a slower pace than the rest of the country. The picturesque
farms of organic produce and tobacco are surrounded by “sugarloaf” limestone mountains. You could lose yourself
for days in this UNESCO site - exploring hidden caves, riding horses to tranquil lagoons, grabbing a farm-to-table
lunch from local growers at Finca Agroecologica El Paraiso, and listening to salsa in the plaza in the evening.
Viñales is like something off of a postcard, where you see banana leaves peek out from behind quaint homes, while
donkeys and oxen slowly pull carts through the streets.

María la Gorda

Welcome to another UNESCO site, María La Gorda, a Biosphere Reserve of mangrove swamps and deserted beaches.
Here, you’ll find some of the best scuba diving in Cuba off of its marvelous beach. The seabed here is considered
among the top ten places to dive in Latin America, due to its abundant marine life and extraordinarily beautiful corals.
Experienced divers will find plenty to explore along coral canyons, tunnels, caves, and even the remains of Spanish
galleons. Surrounding the colorful shore are lush forests that the world’s smallest bird, the tiny bee hummingbird, calls
home. La Gorda is truly a gorgeous site to behold.

Isla de la Juventud

Also known as the Isle of Youth, Isla de la Juventud is both historically and culturally different to the rest of the Cuba.
In the 16th and 17th centuries, its coves and caves were the sites of battles between the Spanish empire and privateers.
In more recent history, this island managed to remain untouched by the sugar and tobacco industries and had a heavy
American influence up until the Castro revolution. Here you’ll find ties to American and Japanese ancestry, which can
be seen in the local culture. They even created their own sub-genre of Cuban son, known as sucu sucu. For those looking
to go way off the beaten path, this is the escape for you.

Bay of Pigs

While Bay of Pigs is best known for the spectacular failure carried out by US military, the bay’s most remarkable
attraction is arguably its natural sites. The native flora and fauna can overwhelm the senses with sights and smells
that make you feel like you’ve found the Garden of Eden. You also have to visit the “cenote,” a deep, collapsed pool,
where you can snorkel with fish. Another stand out is Playa Girón, the location of a historic battle which is now home
to a small museum and peaceful beach that are popular with divers.

Cienfuegos
Cienfuegos, better known as the “Pearl of the South,” is one of the top destinations in the country. Set against the
backdrop of a exquisite bay and features colonial architecture and palaces that earned it the honor of being named
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Whether you’re interested in discovering more about this gem’s French colonial
history in the Museo Provincial; visiting the lovely and lushish botanical gardens; cruising along the peaceful waters
of the bay at sunset; or hanging with the locals along the Malecón, you’ll enjoy every second in Cienfuegos.

Topes de Collantes

Topes De Collantes will give you the best views of Cuba’s second highest mountain range – Sierra del Escambray, which
stretches for 56 mile (90 km) across the borders of three provinces: Sancti Spíritus, Cienfuegos and Villa Clara. Though
not strictly a national park, Topes is a heavily protected area. There are a number of natural parks – including Parque
Altiplano, Parque Codina, Parque Guanayara, and Parque el Cubano – that offer unbeatable hiking trails. Its jungle-like
forests are filled with harboring vines, lichens, mosses, ferns, and eye-catching epiphytes, which have led some to compare it to a “giant outdoor biology classroom.” For anyone looking to get a little closer to nature, Topes is the location
for you!

Trinidad

Trinidad has an interesting and mixed history. While originally founded by the Spanish, it became a refuge for French
settlers fleeing Haiti. Along with the typical Cuban flare, the mixed bag of cultures are reflected in its perfectly preserved
architecture, ruins of surrounding sugar mills, and Afro-Cuban religions. It is easy to see why this city is a UNESCO
World Heritage Site; the cobbled streets and 200-year-old buildings make it feel like the town never left the 19th century.
While its UNESCO status in 1988 flooded the area with tourists, Trinidad retains a quiet, almost tranquilizing ambiance.
The plaza in Trinidad comes to life at night with the heart racing sounds of salsa and is known as one of the best live
music destinations.

Sierra Maestra
Sierra Maestra National Park, also referred to as Turquino National Park, is located in Santiago de Cuba Province in
southeastern Cuba. Sporting Cuba’s highest peaks, the mountain range features some of the island’s most stunning
scenery, which makes it the ideal spot for hikes and mountain biking. While access is restricted, there are some excellent
trails, most notably through cloudforest leading to the island’s highest point, Pico Turquino. But there is a surprising
historical appeal here too. The steep valleys have acted as shelter for guerillas since the earliest colonial invasions, as well
as for escaped slaves, and even for Castro and his fellow revolutionaries - whose wooden, wartime HQ is still standing.

Baracoa

Baracoa is a town that is all too often overlooked. This seaside escape has a unique character that remained untouched
by its geographical isolation until the 1960s – when it was only accessible by boat. Christopher Columbus visited Baracoa
in 1492, and then founded by the first governor of Cuba, the Spanish conquistador Diego Velázquez de Cuéllar in 1511.
The dramatic landscape of Cuba’s oldest town features river-filled rainforests, towering mountains, glorious waterfalls
and the flat-topped El Yunque mountain, which is ideal for hiking. It is Cuba’s best kept secret.

