Corsica &Sardinia

The Essence of

Italy and France

The Mediterranean is full of unique experiences and cultures, but none compare to a luxury yacht charter through Corsica, France and Sardinia,
Italy. The two islands encompass all these two infamous countries have to offer with its own distinctive flavor. Created by violent volcanic
eruptions, Corsica boasts the most mountainous region of the Med, and is nicknamed the “scented island” for the intoxicating perfumes that
fill the air. Sailors and hikers adore the unparalleled natural wonders of this stunning island, while tourists flock here for the rich history and
legendary beaches. Further south is Sardinia – a unique island with its own natural wonders set against wild landscapes, hidden rocky coves,
and the much-vaunted Costa Smeralda. But here, past the dazzling beaches, there’s a playground for the wealthy and a flourishing nigh life –
which includes the “Polynesia of Italy,” Porto Cervo. Aboard your luxury yacht, there is no better way to experience Corsica’s scenic charm and
Sardinia’s authentic style.

Calvi, Corsica

The first stop on your dream voyage begins in the enchanting port of Calvi – a fun-loving, cobblestoned village that was once used as a Roman trading post. Often compared to the French Riviera,
Calvi’s striking beauty hits you hardest as you glide past the monumental 13th century citadel,
which has a breathtaking backdrop of rugged mountains and pine forest. You’ll find plenty of
relaxed eateries to indulge and discover along the quai Landry – a lovely seafront walkway.
On the south side, you’ll find a separate world of sand and sun. The long crescent of sandy
beach offers water sports, swimming, and beautiful views back toward the town and Citadel.

Girolata, Corsica

The Scandola Nature Reserve is a magical and wild place. Created in 1975, this World Heritage
Site covers approximately 900 hectares of land and 1000 hectares of sea. Unreachable by car or
foot, the best way to see this awe-inspiring paradise is right off the bow of your private yacht. Here
you’ll find established seal and dolphin colonies, as well as ospreys. One of the most picturesque
locations here is the sheltered Gulf of Girolata, a sanctuary found at the southernmost end of the
reserve and is often featured on the cover of guidebooks. There are strange rock formations that
emerge from the crystal clear sea that runs along a coastline peppered with jagged inlets and caves.

Piana, Corsica

The attractive village of Piana is easily one of the most charming parts of Corsica and is listed as
one of the most beautiful villages of France. Surrounding the town are postcard scenes of towering
mountains along with sweeping views over the Golfe de Porto and the red cliffs of the calanques.
The scenery makes a lovely backdrop as you explore the local offerings including shops, bars, and
restaurants. The main historic site here is the Baroque church, which features a tall square bell
tower and Corsican-style paintings by Paul Mathieu Novellini. While Piana may not have a lively
night scene, it gives you the chance to escape the tourist hustle and bustle for a secluded paradise.

Ajaccio, Corsica

As you sail further south, you will come across the Gulf of Ajaccio. Set on a sunny bay
surrounded by citrus groves, olive trees, and vineyards, here you’ll find a culturally diverse city
with plenty of relaxing cafés to enjoy the views. At the heart of the city you’ll discover Place
Foch – a beautiful oblong square shaded by palm trees and surrounded by small restaurants.
Ajaccio is bursting with history! The ancient village can trace its origins back to Roman
settlers, and the old port of Ajaccio happens to be the birthplace of Napoleon. Another great
feature of the mountain-encircled bay is that it makes it a great place to enjoy calmer waters.

Propriano, Corsica
Next is the rocky and rugged coastline of Propriano. Located in the Gulf of Valinco, the enchanting
marina offers great protection from strong winds. The calm waters here offer the perfect
opportunity for snorkeling and swimming. Its natural harbor was once frequented by the ancient
Greeks, Carthaginians, and Romans, but became a key target for Saracen pirate raids in the 18th
century, when it was largely destroyed. The majority of buildings in Propriano date from the early
19th century, but it has since turned into a thriving tourist town with a flourishing marina and port
scene. Propriano is well known for it’s excellent beaches, including plage de lido and Porto Pollo.

Bonifacio, Corsica

Located on the southern tip Corsica, Bonifacio sits perched on a wind-eroded, limestone cliff, making
the port “the western Mediterranean’s most dramatic and memorable natural harbours.” Once docked,
you’ll find a dynamic and welcoming area, where fun and entertainment are always waiting. Lined
along the water are adorable terrace bars and restaurants, ice cream parlors, and boutiques that give
a St Tropez flare to this enchanting spot. Another spot worth mentioning is the Natural reserve of
the Strait of Bonifacio, which is considered as one of the most beautiful anchorage sites of Corsica.
Another great viewing spot is the isolated Bouches de Bonifacio. Famous for its “Napoleon hat-shaped”
cave, the city is located on top of treacherously steep cliffs that make it an astonishing sight to behold.

La Maddalena, Sardinia

La Maddalena sits just off of Corsica and just north of Sardinia, which makes it the perfect place for
the best of French and Italian cultures. The pristine national park is comprised of 7 main islands
and numerous small islets. Maddalena is the largest island in the archipelago and, as you would
expect, the busiest. It has numerous ports include Cala Gavetta – the main port; Cala Mangiavolpe,
a place with friendly, helpful locals; and Cala Spalmaore, which is a gorgeous, sheltered beach. It is
highly recommended that you steer your yacht towards some of the more isolated beaches in the
area, which includes the pink shores of Budelliis or, as it’s better known, “the pearl of Maddalena.”

Porto Cervo, Sardinia

Porto Cervo is a once sleepy fishing village that has turned into one of the most famous tourist resorts
of the Costa Smeralda. Originally built by the Agha Khan as a playground for Europe’s glitterati, it
has since become one of the most exclusive docks in Europe, where royalty and movie stars alike
come to unwind. The only thing that shows up the urban glamour of Cervo are its stunning beaches.
Cala di Volpe offers a panorama view of the Costa Smeralda with clear and blue sea and light pink
sand. But the real gem is Piccolo Pevero. Considered by some to be the “the most beautiful beach on
the Emerald Coast”, here you will find a clear, natural swimming pool with a white sandy bottom.

Olbia, Sardinia

The last stop on your adventure is Olbia. Often overlooked in the rush to get to the Costa Smeralda,
the Italian-influenced seaside city provides both historical and contemporary feelings. Thanks to the
town’s natural beauty, strategic geographic location, and mild climate, Olbia has grown into one of the
largest budding tourist destinations in the Mediterranean. The historic center of the town is dotted
with boutiques, wine bars, and cafes. There is a rich archeological, cultural, and historical heritage
that makes it the perfect city for history and art buffs. On the palm-lined waterfront to the east,
the Museo Archeologico di Olbia has exhibits ranging from Nuragic artifacts to Roman warships.
You’ll also find a surplus of lovely beaches and inlets that offer an ideal site for assorted water sports.

