Cinque Terre

Welcome to the

ItalianCoast

Cinque Terre, which translates to “the five lands,” is one of the most dramatic sites along the Italian Rivera. Once brushed aside as
a fly over destination, the five villages that comprise this medieval-era coast – Monterosso al Mare, Vernazza, Corniglia, Manarola
and Riomaggiore – are now a top vacation spot for anyone looking for an old-world Italian experience. The ancient villages, the
first of which was founded 643 AD, and the surrounding hillsides are all part of the Cinque Terre National Park and were declared
a Unesco World Heritage site in 1997.
Your colorful, coastal adventure begins with a flight into your designated airport, where ground transportation will whisk you
away to become acquainted with your yacht and crew. Once guests have settled in, the real fun begins with the first stop on your
luxury private cruise: Monterosso al Mare.
The rugged terrain of this quiet seaside escape will leave all in awe. Whether you choose to spend your time admiring historic castles or the lively, local churches; wandering the narrow streets while staring up at the vernacular, vibrant architecture; jumping into
a popular swimming hole with the local; snorkeling reefs teeming with life; or simply shopping till you drop – you’ll find yourself
wishing the adventure will never end!

Monterosso al Mare

You’ll find Monterosso al Mare located at the center of a natural gulf, which is protected by a small artificial reef. The village is divided
into two distinctive parts: old town and new town, which are split by a single tunnel that was built in 1870. The main attraction here is
easily the beach at Monterosso. The stretch of sand runs uninterrupted along most of the coastline and happens to be the only extensive
beach in the Cinque Terre. But that is far from the only sight here. You can explore the ruins of a castle built by the Genoese crossbowmen (a famous, medieval military corps), the parish church of St. John the Baptist – which dates back to 1282 AD, or the gorgeous art
displays at the convent of Monterosso al Mare. This place is a true treasure.

Vernazza

Welcome to “the pearl” of the five villages. The small fishing town of Vernazza is considered “the most characteristic of the Cinque Terre”
and has been classified as one of the most beautiful places in all of Italy. Founded in 1000 AD and ruled by the Republic of Genoa starting
in 1276, the community quickly grew into the most prosperous village thanks to its natural harbor, which turned it into an economical
and political powerhouse. The wealth of the era can still be seen in the architecture of the striking arcades, archways, and balconies. Today the quaint village’s main cobbled street, Via Roma, is lined with little cafes and shops, which are complimented by the surrounding,
steeply terraced olive groves – which are rumored to produce the finest olive oil in the country. Other stunning sites include Church of
Santa Margherita d’Antiochia, cirque 1318, Doria Castle - built in the 15th century to protect against pirates, Chapel of Santa Marta, and
more scenic trails than you can count.

Corniglia

Corniglia, a municipality of Vernazza, is a tiny town with a big history. The area’s story dates back to Roman times, as well as it’s name,
which is believed to come from “gens Cornelia”, one of the families controlling the area at that time. This is the only of the five villages
that does not have direct access to the sea. Located atop steep cliffs, Corniglia is surrounded by evocative and traditional terraced fields
(called “fasce”) where inhabitants have grown grapes for centuries that produce the local white wine that was renowned by the Romans.
The area is also famous for Guvano beach, which you can reach by walking along a short tunnel not far from “Ladarina”, the famous
380-step stairway that connects the station are a with the village. Here, you’ll find yourself surrounded by the wild nature of the Cinque
Terre National, with Mediterranean bush and plants. From the ancient parishes to the striking views, Corniglia is not to be missed.

Manarola

Manarola is a favorite for wine enthusiasts. The second smallest town in Cinque Terre is draped in more grapevines than any other
village and is famous for its sweet Sciacchetrà wine. The oldest of the five cities is filled with priceless medieval relics, including the cornerstone of the church, San Lorenzo, dating back to 1338 AD. Located in the province of La Spezia, the tiny fishing village spills down a
ravine to the wild and rugged coastline at the Ligurian sea. A bustling area, the people here are just as spirited and lively as the flocks of
tourists that visit here every year. Attractions in the region include a famous walking trail between Manarola and Riomaggiore (called
Via dell’Amore, “Love’s Trail”) and hiking trails in the hills and vineyards above the town.

Riomaggiore
The village of Riomaggiore traces its origins back to the 13th century – though some believe its history goes all the
way back to the 8th Century, when the inhabitants of the Vara valley – looking to escape pirate raids – went searching for a milder climate to raise grapevines and olive-trees. It is the largest of the five and acts as the unofficial headquarters of the national park. Riomaggiore is the most southern village and all connected by trails. The water and
mountainside here are protected areas that offer breath-taking views of the region.
Some of the best sites here include the church of san Giovanni Battista (dating back to 1341 AD and rebuilt in
neogothic style in 1820), the parish church of san Lorenzo (1338 AD), and the castle of Riomaggiore (15th-16th
Century). But the favorite destination in Riomaggiore is one you might not expect. To find the best “postcard” scenery in all of Cinque Terre, simply follow the town’s peeling, pastel buildings down the steep ravine to the famously
picturesque harbor, which glows romantically at sunset. It is the perfect place to capture a picture to remember your
unforgettable trip to the five lands.

